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PUBLIC LAWS OF MAINE
First Regular Session of the 120th

CHAPTER 423
S.POE27 - LB 403

An Act to Provide Health Insurance Coverage for General Anesthesia and Associated
Facility Charges for Dental Procedures for Certain Valnerable Persons

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 24 MIRSA §2332-M s epacted to read:

§2332-M.  Coverage for peneral anesthesia for dentistry

1. Enroliee defined. Ior the purposes of this section, uniess the context otherwise indicates,
"enrollee” means a person who is covered under an individual or group health insurance contract
provided by a nonprofit hospital and medical service organization.

Z. Greneral anesthesia and associated facility charges, All individual and roup nonprofit hospital
and mcdi 11 sc,mu, or g,dm/au(m wnuads must p] ov;dc c,ovuage iol gunual amsthc,sm and &ssouau,d

. and mu‘l:cal suv;u, 01;96113 ailon_ mag
require _pum duihoz;/&imn cn‘ Jcm,mi csn(,sihcsm and assoualud chaw ;

9.@)11;1_11_1__(_)115.

3. Lamitations on coverage. This section applies only 1o general anesthesia and associated faciiity
charges for only the following enrollees if the enrollees meet the eriteria in subsection 2;

3, L;BIO”CLS) d{:ﬂ ;omtz&i;.ng_,dcmal ileaiment Ilccc‘is for which 10cal ancs’rbesia is _ineﬂ;‘@gtiy_c
because of acute infection, anatomic variation or allergy;

C. Extremely uncooperative, fearful, anxious or uncommunicative children or adolescents with
dental needs of such magnitude that treatment should not be postponed or deferred and for whom
lack of treatment can be expected fo result in dental or oral pain or infection, loss of teeth or other
mcreased oral or dental morbidity; and

D. Enxollees who have sustained extensive oral-facial or dental trauma for which treatment under
local anesthesia would be ineffective or compromised.

4. Dental procedures and dentist's fee not covered, This section does not require a nonprofit
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'1(:111‘;;1] ai'occdur : ii«;ei'{’ i

.(./.O_Bl..l _dd ,%fm% app Jy gumg_lly 0 91.1191. ..Imlpi.li_ta_..

(Jowdimti(m of benei‘itg wii‘h demzﬂ Emmﬂume H‘ an enrollee ciiwible for {:mfu*ag, undu' { 1&%

'11 hudilh care service or gg llll/dh{)il or insurer pl owdm; dental
bie for those charges and the nonprofit hospital and medical
service 013&1:11&1%101} is the secondary payer.

See. 2. 24-A MIRSA §2759 is enacted to read:

§2759. Coverage for general anesthesia for dentistry

‘E | nmliu, ddmuﬂ For the mmosm of 1hls scgi;on un]css *ihc conlmt othczwm mdmau,s

i._ns_.u_l_ cr.

2. General anesthesia and associated facility charges. An insurer that issues individual health
insurance contracts shall provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated facility charges {or
dental procedures rendered in a hospital when the clinical status or underlying medical condition of an
enrollee requires dental procedures that ordinarily would not require general anesthesia to be rendered in
a hospital, The insurer may require prior authorization of general anesthesia and dssoua‘lcd {,hm Lu,
required for dental care procedures in the same manner that prior authorization is
covered diseases or conditions,

char ;gb for _(mly ihu ,[(}llt)wmg umolm_,

;;,,}i__i],. enr oliuc.s meet ih_p L_i_l‘iCi 1A in ‘31,.11)5;;@-11@11 ?

A E,molic*u, 111(,1ud1n » infants, u\inbmnn ;'1 ys*ica] intcilecmal or nwdicaily c01'11_]3,110,11‘1i_si;_]_g

_ it hc a‘\noc,u,d iu )10\1;(] & 4 Suce (i__ip__j_:__y_\{i;x__ig;-}‘; dental
i caLmuli undu gener al anesthesia can be expecte 1o pn;}duu, a superior resuli;

B, Enrollees demonstrating dental reatment needs for which local anesthesia is ineffective
because ol acuie infection, anatomic variation or allergy:

. Extremely uncooperative, fearful, anxious or uncommunicative children 01_{1ciol<,s<,uns with
dental needs of such magnitude that treatment should ot be postponed or deferred and for whom
lack of reatment can_be expected 1o result in dental or oral pain or infection, loss of teeth or other
increased oral or dental morbidity; and

12, Enrollees who have sustained extensive oral-lacial or dental trauma for which treatment under
iocal anesthesia would be ineffective or compromised.

4. Dental procedures and dentist's fee not covered, This seciion does not require an insurer that
issues individual contracts to cover any charges for the dental procedure itself, including, but not limited
to, the professional fee of the dentist, Coverage for anesthesia and associated facility charges pursuant to
this section is subject to all other terms and conditions of the individual contract that apply generally to
other benefits,

5. Coordination of benefits with dental insurance, If an enrollee eligible for coverage under this
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section 1s also eligible for coverage for peneral anesthesia and associated facility charges under a dental
insurance polic}; or conizact, the nonprofit health care service organization or insurer providing dental
msurance is the primary payer responsible for those charges and the insurer providing individual health
insurance is the secondary payer,

See. 3. 24-A MIRSA §2847-J 1s enacted 1o read:

§2847-J. Coverage for general anesthesia for dentistry

wise indicates,
provided by an

1. Enrollee defined, I'or the purposes of this section, unless the conlext ol
"enrollee” means a person who is covered under a eroup health insurance contract
Isurer,

2 Genemﬁ zme%the%ia ;md ;wwciated fasilitv dmrgw /\n ins‘ulu' thdt i%‘um ,g,mup hual‘tl

a hospital, The insurer may require prior authorization of general anesthesia and associated charges

required for dental care procedures in the same manner that prior authorization is required for other
covered discases or conditions.

chalg;; for ,Q_n,ly ,,l_z,;{ _i._(.)_ll_c__)_\?v_mgp.@n;.@.l_l_g{;_&a 11..111@ un,oiku» 1119@1,1,1}9, criteria, ;.11..&1.1.1):;9@1_1 Qn_.iz_.

A, Enrollees, including infants, exhibiting physice ing
conditions for which dental treatment under local a . with or wﬂhoui addx’ﬁonal_ ad]mu,hw
technigques and modalities. can not be expected to provide a xuuu,ssi ul resuli and for which dental
treatment under general anesthesia can be expected to produce a superior result;

B EE‘]]'OH@(““E demomiraﬁn ¥ dcmai 'cba’u‘ncm nc‘:eds' fb;' which local anesthesia is incfiective

L.l(lk. c}.i_ u_ca’uncm can bg,_ c_,_,>1)(,{,LL-(,1. o 1(:3{:1*1 11} d(,mcz} o {n(_ﬂ ;;;m_l m_. ;_n_l ;pi;{_g};_; loas of iujh or other
increased oral or dental morbidity; and

1. Enrolices who have sustained extensive oral-facial or dental trauma for which {reatiment under
lpgal anesthesia would be ineffective or compromised,

aﬁeﬁaim 5 é@fc mm uwm 2 d Hm smhon dum_noi 1(,<;un(, ail mnsurer that

¢§ E))m tal pmcuﬁa

ihzs sc,ulon is sub]cu %0 (111 o‘iim u,l s and wndl‘[lom ()i ihc, grour) {,onix act th&i a;3p§v p c,nud?ly ,,.,() Qj{h@jﬁ
benefits.

5. Coordination of benefits with dental insuwrance. I an enrollee eligible for coverage under this
section is also cligible for coverage for general anesthesia and agssociated facility charges under a dental
insurance policy or contract, the nonprofit health care service organization or insurer providing dental
insurance is the primary payer responsible for those charges and the insurer providing eroup health
insurance is the secondary payer.

Sec. 4. 24-A MRSA §4249 is enacted to read:
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L, Enrollee defined, I'or the purposes of this section. unless the context otherwise indicates,
"enrellee” means a person who is covered under an individual or group contract provided by a health
mainienance organization.

2. General anesthesia and associated facility charges, All individual and group health maintenance
organization contracts must provide coverage for general anesthesia and associated facility charges for
whu} the clinical status or underlying medical condition of an
ily would not require general anesthesia to be rendered in
a hosplldi Ihc, msurer may mquu(, pnol authori?aiion of gy'(,nu'al ane%thcsia and associdt(,d (,hcu acs

d{,mal JIOLLdBiCS 1{,nducd na hos;

i edtmcm undm gpc,nmal dHL%th‘%ld can bc, (,xp_gc,ic,d {0 1)1 odtgpc a .SUS.}(,IJ()_IHI(;SLIH.

B, LEnr ollcca demonstrating dental treatment needs for which focal anesthesia is ineffective
because ute infection, anatomic variation or allergy:
( 1’AU{,HICIV un(,oo;)u auvc fearful dmious or mmommunicativu Lhilé;cn or ado%u%mnis Wil h

aok of 1;,,(:,;_11111@111 can bg (,}\_}u,icd‘ig _msuli 1 _c.i.c,nia.l or oml p(n_;__] or _1_;_1_._%_(:(,_11_011:, lobs 01 i-:;_;:, 21 or u‘t
inereased oral or denial morbidity: and

12, E}'@‘,m'oliee% w] 10 havc ‘;ueiain{: ] mtemive oml i’aciai or dental frawma for which treatment under
local ar

1@.1

u.)ﬂihg{ _3,1.0,1 cs.&;oml J u,__ ()i the (,iblliigpi_. ,_(.,,{wu cugp ,_{c}__l__ ;;_1;{_13_1_1:;‘{,:;_;&“gﬁd dssuu(iitd f.a_c: 1113;__;,]141_;1;@5 pgn .‘_a{_.lc_l_!__}i__l_(}_
this section is subicet fo all other terms and conditions of the individual or erpup contract that anply

ipsurance ;sg_zhc i)illﬂdl y,,pg;y;; res wnslblc for ihose charses zmd_ ZJL h(,alth 1114,1,11%@11&11@@ or g,am/aii(m

providing health coverage 1s the secondary payer,

See. 5. Applicability. This Act applies to all policies, contracts and certificates executed, delivered,
issued for delivery, continued or renewed on or after January 1, 2002. All policies, contracts and
certificates ave deemed to be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.

Etfective Seplember 21, 2001, unless otherwise indicated.
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About the 2001 Laws Qf Maine

Office of the Revisor of Statutes
State House, Room 108
Augusta, Maine 04333

Contact the Office of the Revisor of Statutes
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