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HLS 97-3211 REENGROSSED

Regular Session, 1997
HOUSE BHLL NO, 2258

BY REPRESENTATIVE DIMOS

INSURANCEHEALTH-ACCID:  Requires payment by insurers of
Lospitalization and anesthesia charges for dental procedures

AN ACT
To enact RS, 22:228.7, relative fo heatth and accident insurance; o require
heatth and accident insurers to provide coverage for cerlain ancsthesia
and hospiial charges for dental procedwres; and to provide for related
imaiters,
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1, RS, 22:228.7 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

32487, Coverage for dental procedures; anesthesia and hospitalization

A Bvery bospital, health, or medical exponse insurance poboy,

hospital or medical service contract, emplovee welfare benefit plan,

health_and_accident insipnes policy, or any policy of groun, Tamily

groun. blanket or franchise_heaith_and accideni_insurance. s seifs

inswance plan, healthmainienance organization, and prefered provider

provide benefits for anesihesia when sendered 1 a hosnital setting and

for asseciated hospital charges when the mental or physical condition
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of the insured requires dental teatiment 10 _be rendered in a hospitd

selting,

B, An_insurer_under  this Section  amay. require. prior

anthorization for hospitahizaton for dental care procedures in the sanie

marer that prier authorization is reguired for hospitalization for other

covered medical condifions. For a patient to satisfy the criteria_of

Subsection A, a dentist shall consider the Indications for General

Anesthesia, as published in the reference_manual of the American

Academy__of Pediatric  Dentustyy,  as  utilization  standards  for

detenmining whether performing dental procedures necessary (o trgad

the particylar condition or conditions of the patient_under general

anesthesia constituges approprigte treatiment.

C..The provisions of this Section shall not apply (o (reatment

rendered for tomporal mandibular joing (1M disorders.

D An dnsurer under this Section may resirict_coverses 1o

mnclude only procedures performed by

{1 A fully aceredited specialist inpediaiic dentisiyy or oder

dentists fully accredited in g recognized dentad specialty for which

hospital privileges are pranied.

(2 A dentist wiw is certified by virtue of completion of an

aceredited program of posi-graduate hospital fraining 1o be pranied

hospital privifeges,

(3 A _dentist_who has ot vet satisfied the cedilication

seguirements, but has been granted hospital privileges as of January ]

1998,
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Seetion 2. This Act shall become effective on January |, 1998, and
applics to policies of health and accident msurers 1ssued or renewed on or after

January 1, 1998,

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. H
constiteles no part of the Jegislative fnstrument.

DDimos HI3 No. 2258

Proposed Jaw would require every hospital, health, or medical expense
insurance policy, hospital or medical service confract, employee welfare
benefit plan, health and accident insurance policy, or any policy of group,
family group, blanket or franchise health and accident insurance, a sell-
insurance plan, health maintenance organization, and preferred provider
organization, which is delivered or issued for delivery in this state to provide
coverage for anesthesia and hospitalization for dental procedures of certain
insureds. Would aiso require the coverage to provide payments for dental
procedures rendered in a hogpital setiing, Would permit the insuver (o establish
utilization requirements for ihe dental procedures.

Proposed law specifically provides that the proposed law does not apply to
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freatment rendered for temporal mandibular join (TM)) disorders.

Proposed. law would alse permit insurers to restrict coverage (o procedures
performed by certain aceredited specialists of pediatric dentistry. Would also
reguire the dentist to consider procedures for utilization standards of the
American Acadenmy of Pediatric Dentistry.

Proposed_law applics 1o policies of health and accident fsurers issued or
venewed on or affer January 1, 1998,

Eifective January 1, 1994,

{Adds R.5, 22:228.7)

Summary of Amendments Adonted by House

Commiitee Amendments Proposed by House Cominiies on Insurance
to the original bill,

1. Restricts dental procedures to be rendered in a hospital setting,
2. Requires the procedures o consider the Indications for General
Anesthesia issued by the American Academy of Pediatric
Academy.
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3. Would restrict coverage to ceriain pediatric deniists.

House Floor Amendments 1o the enerossed bill,

1. Expands the applicability of the provisions o every hospital,
health, or medical expense nsurance policy, hospital or medical
service contract, enmployee welfare benefit plan, health and
accident insurance policy, or any policy of group, family group,
blanket or franchise health and accident insurance, a self-
insurance plan, heaith maintenance organization, and preferred
provider orgamzation, which is delivered or issued for delivery
in this state.

2. Specifically excludes coverage for treatment for temporal
mandibular joint {TM) disorders.
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